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Executive	Summary

1.1 A Community Archaeology Project comprising a fieldwork training session, and the excavation 
of five test pits in gardens around Linlithgow High Street was carried out by GUARD Archaeology 
Limited over the weekend of 14th- 16th September 2018 weekend. The project was run in 
collaboration with Linlithgow Heritage Trust. The principle funders were the Heritage Lottery 
Fund, LEADER and West Lothian Council.  The investigations revealed several ceramic fragments 
dating to the medieval and late-medieval period, the most relevant find included a ceramic 
fragment from Yorkshire, a fragment of Scottish white ware cooking pot rim and Scottish red ware 
jug base fragment. Two cow horns were also recovered from a test pit which could be associated 
with local leather working industries. In addition to the test pitting a post-excavation training 
session was conducted on the 22nd of November 2018. During the weekend-long investigation 
more than twenty local volunteers were able to take part in the fieldwork training session 
and participate in the test pit excavation, with more people visiting the site and expressing an 
interest.  

Introduction

2.1 This report sets out the results of a community archaeological test-pitting undertaken by GUARD 
Archaeology, in collaboration with Linlithgow Heritage Trust on five different locations around 
the High Street in Linlithgow (Figure 1).  

2.2 Both the fieldwork and report were conducted following Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 
(CIfA) guidance and standards of which GUARD Archaeology Limited is a Registered Organisation. 
An OASIS entry has also been produced (Reference: guardarc1-334878). 

Site	Location,	Topography	and	Geology

3.1 The trial-pitting took place near the High Street of Linlithgow (NS 99818 77082 centred).  Some 
of the sites were located at house gardens while others were placed in public gardens, facing 
Linlithgow Loch and in the former Annet House museum.

3.2 The solid geology consists of Bathgate Hills Volcanic Formation - Basaltic Lava and Basaltic Tuff. 
The underlying drift geology consists of Lacustrine Deposits - Clay, Silt, Sand and Glaciofluvial Ice 
Contact Deposits - Gravel, Sand and Silt.

Archaeological Background

4.1 The test pitting sites were located within the historic core of Medieval Linlithgow. The medieval 
royal burgh appears to have been planned as a single-street burgh, aligned east-west, and 
centred on the twin foci of the royal manor or demesne centre at the Peel and the parish church 
of St Michael, both of which lie to the north of the High Street, off Kirkgate. It is likely that any 
pre-burghal settlement will have been in the area of Kirkgate. A charter of David I dated to 
around 1138 grants the church, with its chapels and lands both within and without the burgh 
to the Priory of St. Andrews.  The modern town, although heavily re-developed in places, still 
exhibits the typical landholding patterns of a planned burgh, with a series of long, narrow 
burgage plots leading back from its principal medieval thoroughfares (WoSAS ID: 18137). 

4.2 Cromwell had fortifications erected about Linlithgow in September 1650. No details of these are 
known (WoSAS ID 18125). These may have been dismantled shortly afterwards, as happened at 
other burghs in this period, but they are likely to have been on the outer margins of the built-up 
area at the time and may survive as ditches or ramparts under later deposits.

4.3 One of the test-pits was located on the category B listed Annet House’s garden (LB37410).  
Located at 143 High Street, this late eighteenth century building is a plain classical house with 
fanlight and pilastered door. The long rig walls and garden to the rear of the building retain 
early relics related to the house. The building and its garden were converted in 1991 into a local 
history museum.
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4.4 The well-preserved rigs recorded along both sides of High Street, and the extent of sixteenth 
to eighteenth century building conservation indicates that this area of Linlithgow has good 
potential for archaeological deposits to survive within its medieval core (Dennison & Coleman 
2000). This potential was demonstrated by the excavations conducted between 1966 and 1977 
along the High Street were evidence of medieval and later tanning industry and large volume of 
worked antler waste was recorded among other later industries and their associated structures 
(Hunter et al 2015).         

Aims	and	Objectives

5.1 The aim of the archaeological work was to identify:

• as yet unknown archaeological artefacts, features, deposits and, in particular, structural 
remains that may relate to Linlithgow’s medieval core.

• determine the character, extent and significance of any archaeological deposits or 
structural remains encountered in relation to Linlithgow’s medieval core;

• to ensure that any surviving archaeological remains encountered during test-pitting were 
recorded in accordance with Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) Standards.

5.2 The objectives were therefore to: 

• Conduct the excavation of five test pits with the help of volunteers from the local 
community, school groups and other organisations;

• Conduct the post-excavation analysis of archaeological artefacts recovered during the 
test-pitting;

• Submit a report to data structure level for approval to Linlithgow Heritage Trust and the 
West of Scotland Archaeology Service, on completion of the archaeological fieldwork;

Methodology

6.1 All work was conducted in line with the following standards and guidance of the Chartered 
Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA), of which GUARD Archaeology is a Registered Organisation:

• Code of conduct (2014);

• Standard and guidance for archaeological field evaluation (2014), and

• Standard and guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition of 
archaeological archives (2014).

Test	pitting

6.2 Five test-pits were hand-excavated by volunteers under the supervision of GUARD Archaeologists. 
Each test pit measured 1 m by 1 m; and no excavation went deeper than 1 m below current 
ground surface. The excavation of test-pits was preceded by a metal detecting survey of the 
test-pit locations in order to identify potential in situ archaeological finds within the overlying 
topsoil. 

6.3 Turf was removed by hand and was stacked separately from the spoil on a grass to grass, soil 
to soil manner. All soil from the test pits was stored on top of plastic sheets and dry-sieved for 
artefact recovery.

6.4 All significant archaeological features encountered were cleaned by hand, by volunteers under 
close supervision of the GUARD Archaeologists, to determine their character and extent. All on-
site recording, written, drawn and photographic, was to the standards normally pertaining in 
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archaeological fieldwork and to CIfA standards. A full record of features was made using a single 
context recording system using pro forma sheets, drawings and photographs. All archaeological 
test pits were photographed and recorded at an appropriate scale. A representative section for 
each test pit was recorded denoting depth of topsoil, any stratigraphy present and the nature 
of the soil. All archaeological test pits were accurately surveyed and located within the National 
Grid.

6.5 All archaeological finds were dealt with by the on-site archaeologists. Finds and animal bone 
was collected as bulk samples by context. All finds were processed to MAP2 type standards and 
subject to appropriate specialist assessment. 

6.6 All on-site recording, written, drawn and photographic, was to the standards normally pertaining 
in archaeological fieldwork. Trenches were surveyed and located within the National Grid using 
a sub-metre GPS instrument. Weather conditions for the evaluation were overcast and rainy 
with occasional heavy showers.

Community Engagement

6.7 A key component of the project was to encourage people to get involved and to learn about 
archaeology and the skills and techniques involved in undertaking archaeological fieldwork and 
excavation. To achieve this there was a publicity campaign using national and local media, and 
social media, as well as newspapers to tell people about the project and to encourage people to 
come along and to take part.

6.8 To facilitate community engagement GUARD Archaeology staff arranged an archaeological 
fieldwork workshop and the excavation, which was followed up by a feedback event were the 
results of the post-excavation were discussed.

6.9 The project worked closely with volunteers by getting them involved in the test pit excavation and 
recording techniques. It also provided them with educational activities through a workshop that 
involved indoor learning about basic archaeological theory and practice. In order to strengthen 
the training workshop a skills passport handbook detailing the techniques and theory related to 
field archaeology were given to each volunteer, which can in turn be used by each participant in 
future projects. 

Results 

7.1 During the community archaeology project, five test pits were hand excavated, the results of 
which are set out in Appendix A.  Three of the test pits, test pit 1, 2 and 5, revealed a mixture 
of garden soils including mid/dark brown to dark grey silty sand to silty clay topsoil measuring 

Plate 2: Test pit 3 working shot

Plate 1: Test pit 1 working shot
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between 0.1 and 0.3 m thick. While test pit 1’s topsoil lay over a dark tan brown clay sand with 
charcoal inclusions and bioturbation measuring 0.28 m thick, two intermediate deposits 5002 
& 5003 were present in test pit 5. Test pit 3, located on the rockery of a garden consisted of a 
mixture of built-up ground deposits 3000 to 3005. On the other hand, test pit 4, situated on a 
park between a playground area and the Loch revealed a dark grey to mid-brown silty sand with 
occasional small angular and sub-rounded stones 0.11 m thick 4000 overlaying mid grey brown 
silty sand with frequent lumps of debris at least 0.6 m thick 4001. None of the test pits revealed 
features of potential archaeological significance and none of them reached the subsoil. 

7.2 Fragments of medieval ceramic dating to 
the thirteen and fourteenth century were 
recovered from all test pits with the exception 
of test pit 4. The best preserved and oldest 
fragments were retrieved in test pit 1 they 
included: a green glazed body sherd fragment 
from Yorkshire, dated to the thirteen century 
(1250 to 1350) (Plate 5), a Scottish White 
Ware rim sherd of a cooking pot dated to 
the thirteen century and a Scottish Red Ware 
sherd from a jug’s base dated to the fourteen 
century.  Further late medieval (XV- XVI 
century) and post-medieval fragments were 
also recovered from all test pits. 

7.3 Animal bone fragments were retrieved from all test pits, including two cow horns from test pit 
4. They included a variety of species from cattle to sheep/goat, hare and rabbit and even dog. 
Some of the bones presented butchery marks and some had been gnawed by other animals.

7.4 Additional post-medieval and modern fragments of metal, glass, brick, industrial waste and 
modern ceramic were also identified and recovered scattered across all test pits. Test pit 4 had a 
particularly high number of debris, possibly related to the landscaping of the park where it was 
located.

Discussion 

8.1 The test pitting revealed finds that could be attributed to medieval and late-medieval activity 
in all test pits. Most of the finds, including the earliest, were retrieved from test pit 1, which 
was the closest to the Kirkgate area. This is not surprising as this area it is thought to be the 
centre of the potential medieval settlement. One of the most interesting finds was a thirteenth 

Plate 4: Test 4 pit working shot

Plate 3: Test 5 pit working shot

Plate 5: Medieval green glaze pottery from Yorkshire
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century green glazed sherd from Yorkshire from test pit 1, which demonstrates possible trade 
links between Yorkshire and Linlithgow.

8.2 A number of late-medieval and post-medieval ceramic fragments were also recovered across all 
test pits. Their occurrence and dispersal along the High Street seem to correspond with the late 
medieval growth of Linlithgow. 

8.3 The cartographic evidence of the different areas studied during the test pitting demonstrates 
their used as burgage plots over the centuries. The discovery of animal bones, some of which 
had cut or saw marks, along with the ceramic and other small finds corroborates this use. 
Although probably of recent origin, the recovery of the two cow horns south of a building noted 
as Skinnery in the Ordnance Survey map of 1856, suggests a possible association to the local 
skinning industry.  

Conclusions

9.1 The evaluation work has shown that there are areas of archaeological potential within the 
investigated areas, in particular in Test pit 1, near the Kirkgate area of Linlithgow.  It also showed 
that there is huge potential and interest in community archaeology/heritage projects around 
Linlithgow. Therefore, we would recommend a continuation with a pro-active engagement 
strategy, as illustrated in the Linlithgow Community Dig, to reach groups that previously have 
not engaged with heritage/archaeology in the area.
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Appendix	B:	Test	pit	records

Tr  
No

Length 
(m)

Width 
(m)

Depth 
(m)

Topsoil/
Overburden Intermediate Intermediate Intermediate Intermediate Intermediate Details

1 1 m 1 m 0.58 
m

Very dark 
brown silty 
sand with 
patches 

of lighter 
brown c. 0.3 

m thick.

Dark tan 
brown clay 
sand with 
charcoal 

inclusions 
and 

bioturbation, 
0.28 m thick.

 

Garden soils. 
Possible 
medieval 
ceramic 

fragments 
and animal 
bone mix 

with modern 
finds.

2 1 m 1 m 0.3 m

Dark brown 
humus 

rich with 
small stone 
inclusions, 
becomes 

stonier as it 
goes deeper.

 Garden soil

3 1 m 1 m 0.63 
m

Friable 
blackish 

brown sandy 
silt with 

occassional 
small stones 
0.2 m thick.

Friable 
reddish 

brown ashy 
gravel with 

frequent 
small stones. 
0.04 m thick. 

Dark brown 
grey ash and 
gravel with 

frequent 
inclusions of 
small stones. 
0.08 m thick.

Dark grey 
sandy silt 
with small 

stones. 0.05 
m thick

Compact grey 
yellow mix 

of stone and 
sand. 0.21 m 

thick.

Loose dark 
brown 

grey sandy 
silt with 

occassional 
small stones. 
0.3 m thick.

Mixture 
built-up 
ground

4 1 m 1 m 0.7 m

Dark grey 
to mid 

brown silty 
sand with 

occassional 
small 

angular and 
sub-rounded 
stones. 0.11 

m thick.

Mid grey 
brown silty 
sand with 
frequent 
lumps of 

debris 
including 

clay, metal, 
bricks 0.6 m 

thick

 

Made-up 
ground 
possibly 

related to 
landscaping.

5 1 m 1 m 0.5 m

Firm dark 
brown 

silty clay 
with roots 
and brick 

fragments. 
0.1 m thick.

Soft mid 
to lighter 

brown 
silty sand 
and some 

charcoal. 0.3 
m thick.

Soft light 
brown sand 
with small 

pebbles 
and root 
intrusion. 
Between 
0.1-0.2 m 

thick.

Garden soils
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Appendix C: List of Context

Context No Area Description Interpretation
1001 TP1 Very dark brown silty sand with patches of lighter brown c. 0.3 m thick. Topsoil

1002 TP1 Dark tan brown clay sand with charcoal inclusions and bioturbation, 0.28 m 
thick. Garden soil

2000 TP2 Turf between 0.05 - 0.12 m thick Turf

2001 TP2 Dark brown humus rich with small stone inclusions, becomes stonier as it 
goes deeper. Garden soil

3000 TP3 Friable blackish brown sandy silt with occassional small stones 0.2 m thick. Topsoil
3001 TP3 Friable reddish brown ashy gravel with frequent small stones. 0.04 m thick. Built-up deposit

3002 TP3 Dark brown grey ash and gravel with frequent inclusions of small stones. 0.08 
m thick. Built-up deposit

3003 TP3 Dark grey sandy silt with small stones. 0.05 m thick Built-up deposit
3004 TP3 Compact grey yellow mix of stone and sand. 0.21 m thick. Built-up deposit
3005 TP3 Loose dark brown grey sandy silt with occassional small stones. 0.3 m thick. Built-up deposit

4000 TP4 Dark grey to mid brown silty sand with occassional small angular and sub-
rounded stones. 0.11 m thick. Topsoil

4001 TP4 Mid grey brown silty sand with frequent lumps of debris including clay, metal, 
bricks 0.6 m thick

Landscaping 
material

5001 TP5 Firm dark brown silty clay with roots and brick fragments. 0.1 m thick. Topsoil
5002 TP5 Soft mid to lighter brown silty sand and some charcoal. 0.3 m thick.

5003 TP5 Soft light brown sand with small pebbles and root intrusion. Between 0.1-0.2 
m thick.

Appendix D: List of Finds

Find No Area Context No No of Pieces Material Type Description
001 Tp1 1001 8 Ceramic Clay pipe Six fragments of stem and two of bulbs.

002 Tp1 1001 27 Glass Glass Eight fragments of green glass and 
nineteenth fragments of clear glass.

003 Tp1 1001 14 CBM Brick Possible brick fragments.

004 Tp1 1001 2 Ceramic Ceramic Post-medieval (XVI-XVII century) body 
sherds

005 Tp1 1001 2 Lithic Flint Two fragments, one of them burnt
006 Tp1 1001 2 Ceramic Ceramic Medieval (XIV century) fragments
007 Tp1 1002 15 Bone Animal bone Three of them burnt

008 Tp1 1002 1 Ceramic Ceramic Scottish white ware, rim of cooking pot- 
XIII century

009 Tp1 1002 1 Ceramic Ceramic Scottish red ware, XIV century base of jug 
with thumb pinch decoration.

010 Tp1 1002 2 Ceramic Ceramic Late  medieval (XV-XVI century) body 
sherds one with base.

011 Tp1 1002 6 Ceramic Ceramic Medieval fragments

012 Tp1 1002 1 Ceramic Ceramic Medieval fragment from Yorkshire 1250-
1350 (XIII century)

013 Tp1 1002 1 Ceramic Ceramic White glazed modern fragment

014 Tp2 2001 1 Ceramic Ceramic Late  medieval (XV-XVI century) rim sherd 
of possible jug

015 Tp2 2001 12 Ceramic Ceramic Modern fragments

016 Tp2 2001 27 Glass Glass
Including one small bottle, seven green 

glasses and some clear glass with 
decoration

017 Tp2 2001 1 Industrial 
waste Slag Unidentified fragment

018 Tp2 2001 1 Lithic Flint Possible worked?weathered fragment
019 Tp2 2001 9 CBM CBM Mixed tiles, brick, drain/sewer fragments
020 Tp2 2001 15 Bone Animal bone Bone fragments
021 Tp2 2001 4 Shell Shell Fragments
022 Tp2 2001 7 Metal Fe Corroded nail fragments
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Find No Area Context No No of Pieces Material Type Description
023 Tp2 2001 1 Plastic Plastic Possible toy/brush
024 Tp3 3004 1 Bone Animal bone Fragment
025 Tp3 3004 2 Metal Fe Possible nail fragments
026 Tp3 3004 2 CBM CBM Mixed tiles, brick fragments
027 Tp4 4001 2 Ceramic Ceramic Late medieval XV-XVI body sherds
028 Tp4 4001 29 Ceramic Ceramic Glazed ceramic fragments, post medieval

029 Tp4 4001 10 Metal Fe/Cu
Coin, nail fragments, possible wire and 

two fragments of an unidentified copper 
object.

030 Tp4 4001 2 Bone Animal bone Two cow horns
031 Tp1 1001 8 Bone Animal bone Some of them are burnt bones
032 Tp3 3000 2 Bone Animal bone One shows cut marks

033 Tp3 3003 1 Tooth Animal 
tooth One tooth fragment

034 Tp3 3003 1 Bone Animal bone One bone fragment
035 Tp3 3005 5 Bone Animal bone One burnt fragment, one with cut marks
036 Tp5 5001 1 Bone Animal bone One bone fragment

037 Tp1 1001 4 Industrial 
waste Slag  

038 Tp1 1001 12 Metal Fe Mostly nail fragments
039 Tp1 1001 1 Metal Pb Rectangular lead fragment
040 Tp1 1001 24 Ceramic Ceramic Modern fragments
041 Tp1 1001 1 Ceramic Ceramic Medieval fragment
042 Tp1 1001 5 Ceramic Ceramic Late medieval XIV-XV body sherds
043 Tp1 1001 3 Ceramic Ceramic Late medieval XV-XVI body sherds

044 Tp3 3000 1 Industrial 
waste Slag  

045 Tp3 3000 1 Plastic Plastic Dolls arm?
046 Tp3 3000 >10 Shell Shell Oyster and snail shell fragments

047 Tp3 3000 3 Glass Glass One clear and two light blue colored 
fragments

048 Tp3 3000 5 Ceramic Ceramic Modern fragments
049 Tp3 3003 1 CBM Brick  
050 Tp3 3003 3 Glass Glass Clear glass fragments

051 Tp3 3003 1 Industrial 
waste Slag Non-metallic industrial waste

052 Tp3 3004 1 Metal Unid. Sowing pin?
053 Tp3 3005 3 Metal Fe Nail fragments
054 Tp3 3005 1 Stone Slate Slate pencil
055 Tp3 3005 3 Glass Glass Two dark green and one clear fragment

056 Tp3 3005 2 Ceramic Clay pipe One stem and one bulb fragment with 
writing.

057 Tp3 3005 18 Ceramic Ceramic Modern fragments
058 Tp4 4001 2 CBM Brick Both fragments show writing.
059 Tp4 4001 6 CBM Tiles Fragments of roof tiles
060 Tp4 4001 43 Glass Glass Various fragments
061 Tp5 5001 17 Glass Glass Various fragments
062 Tp5 5001 1 Plastic Plastic Blue coloured ring fragment
063 Tp5 5001 2 Metal Fe Nail fragments
064 Tp5 5001 1 Lithic Flint Possible burnt flint

065 Tp5 5001 2 Industrial 
waste Slag

066 Tp5 5001 1 CBM Stone Roof tile
067 Tp5 5001 1 CBM Brick Brick

068 Tp5 5001 1 Metal/
leather

Piece of strap with corroded metal. It 
says ‘Made in Oslo, Norway’

069 Tp5 5002 5 Ceramic Ceramic Modern fragments

13
Project 4977: High Street, Linlithgow.



Find No Area Context No No of Pieces Material Type Description
070 Tp5 5002 1 Metal Unid. Modern fragment
071 Tp5 5002 3 Bone Animal One jaw fragment
072 Tp5 5002 5 CBM CBM Brick and tile fragments

073 Tp5 5002 11 Glass Glass Various fragments including a complete 
brown bottle

074 Tp5 5002 14 Industrial 
waste Slag

075 Tp5 5002 2 Industrial 
waste Brick Both of them with writing

076 Tp3 3003 1 Ceramic Ceramic Medieval fragment
077 Tp3 3003 2 Ceramic Ceramic One of them rim fragment
078 Tp3 3003 3 Ceramic Ceramic Modern fragments
079 Tp5 5001 1 Ceramic Ceramic Medieval fragment
080 Tp5 5001 1 Ceramic Ceramic Post-medieval fragment
081 Tp5 5001 13 Ceramic Ceramic Modern fragments

Appendix E: List of Photographs

4977 Film No. 1
Frame Area Context No. Subject Taken from

1   ID shot  
2 TP1  Pre-ex of test pit 1 NW
3 TP1  Pre-ex of test pit 1 SE
4 TP2  Pre-ex of test pit 2 NW
5 TP2  Pre-ex of test pit 2 SE
6 TP3  Pre-ex of test pit 3 NW
7 TP3  Pre-ex of test pit 3 SE
8 TP5  Pre-ex of test pit 5 E
9 TP5  Pre-ex of test pit 5 W

10 TP4  Pre-ex of test pit 4 SE
11 TP4  Pre-ex of test pit 4 NW
12 TP4  Team of test pit 4 group shot SE
13 TP3  Mid-ex- NE facing section NE
14 TP3  Working shot  
15 TP1  Post-ex of test pit 1 N
16 TP1  Post-ex of test pit 1 E
17 TP1  N facing section of test pit 1 N
18 TP1  Working shots NE
19 TP1  Working shots N
20 TP1  Working shots N
21 TP1  Working shots N
22 TP1  Working shots NW
23 TP5  Post-ex of test pit 5 E
24 TP5  Post-ex of test pit 5 N
25 TP5  N facing section of test pit 5 N
26 TP5  W facing section of test pit 5 W
27 TP4  Post-ex of test pit 4 S
28 TP4  Post-ex of test pit 4 S
29 TP4  Post-ex of test pit 4 S
30 TP4  S facing section of test pit 4 S
31 TP4  S facing section of test pit 4 S
32 TP3  Post-ex of test pit 3 SE
33 TP3  Post-ex of test pit 3 NE
34 TP3  Post-ex of test pit 3 SE
35 TP3  Post-ex of test pit 3 N
36 TP3 Post-ex of test pit 3 N
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Frame Area Context No. Subject Taken from
37 TP3  N facing section of test pit 3 N
38 TP3  N facing section of test pit 3 N
39 TP3  Cat on trench  
40 TP3  Cat on trench  
41 TP3  Cat on trench  
42 TP2  Post-ex of test pit 2 W
43 TP2  Post-ex of test pit 2 S
44 TP2  S facing section of test pit 2 S
45 TP3  Backfilled test pit 3 SW
46 TP3  Backfilled test pit 3 SW
47 TP3  Backfilled test pit 3 SW
48 TP3  Backfilled test pit 3 SW
49 TP1  Backfilled test pit 1 S
50 TP1  Backfilled test pit 1 S
51 TP2 Backfilled test pit 2 S
52 TP2 Backfilled test pit 2 S
53 TP5 Backfilled test pit 5 S
54 TP5 Backfilled test pit 5 S
55 TP4 Backfilledt test pit 4 S
56 TP4 Backfilled test pit 4 S

Appendix	F:	Discovery	and	Excavation	Scotland	Entry

LOCAL AUTHORITY: West Lothian
PROJECT TITLE/SITE NAME: High Street, Linlithgow
PROJECT CODE: 4977
PARISH: Linlithgow

NAME OF CONTRIBUTOR(S): Thomas Muir

NAME OF ORGANISATION: GUARD Archaeology Limited
TYPE(S) OF PROJECT: Community archaeology excavation
NMRS NO(S): n/a
SITE/MONUMENT TYPE(S): n/a

SIGNIFICANT FINDS: Medieval ceramic dating between 12th -14th century, later medieval and post-
medieval ceramic

NGR (2 letters, 6 figures) NS 99818 77082 
START DATE (this season) 14th September 2018
END DATE (this season) 16th September 2018
PREVIOUS WORK (incl.  DES ref.) N/a

MAIN (NARRATIVE)
DESCRIPTION: 
(May include information from other 
fields)

A Community Archaeology Project comprising a fieldwork training session, and the 
excavation of five test pits in gardens around Linlithgow High Street was carried 
out by GUARD Archaeology Limited over the weekend of 14-16 September 2018 
weekend. The project was run in collaboration with Linlithgow Heritage Trust, 
the Heritage Lottery Fund and LEADER Fund.  The investigations revealed several 
ceramic fragments dating to the medieval and late-medieval period, the most 
relevant find including a ceramic fragment from Yorkshire, a fragment of Scottish 
white ware cooking pot rim and Scottish red ware jug base fragment. Two cow 
horns were also recovered from a test pit which could be associated with local 
leather working industries. In addition to the test pitting a post-excavation training 
session was conducted on the 22nd of November 2018. During the weekend-long 
investigation more than twenty local volunteers were able to take part in the 
fieldwork training session and participate in the test pit excavation, with more 
people visiting the site and expressing an interest.

PROPOSED FUTURE WORK: Unknown
SPONSOR OR FUNDING BODY: Linlithgow Heritage Trust
CAPTION(S) FOR ILLUSTRS: n/a
ADDRESS OF MAIN CONTRIBUTOR: GUARD Archaeology Ltd, 52 Elderpark Workspace, Glasgow, G51 3TR
EMAIL ADDRESS: Bob.will@guard-archaeology.co.uk
ARCHIVE LOCATION
(intended/deposited) The archive will be deposited with NMRS.
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 Executive Summary 

1.1 This document sets out a Method Statement for a community archaeological test-pitting at five 
different locations near the High Street in Linlithgow.  This document will require to be agreed by the
West of Scotland Archaeology Service (WoSAS hereafter), the archaeological adviser to West Lothian 
Council, prior to the commencement of archaeological fieldwork.   
 

 Introduction 

2.1 This Method Statement (MS) sets out the methodology for the community archaeological test-pit 
excavation proposed to take place in five different location near the High Street in Linlithgow.  An initial 
metal-detecting, hand excavation, survey and recording will be undertaken to establish the presence, 
extent and nature of any significant archaeological remains.  The project will provide opportunities for 
volunteers from the local community, school and other groups to participate throughout the two-day 
project.   

2.2 This MS outlines the programme of archaeological works to be undertaken over a period of two days 
in Linlithgow, West Lothian.  It details the proposed strategy of archaeological investigation and 
community engagement.  Investigations will target five different locations near the High Street in 
Linlithgow with a series of hand-excavated test pits.   

 

 Site Location 
3.1 The trial-pitting will take place near the area west of the High Street, Linlithgow (NS 99818 77082 

centred).  Some of the sites will be located at the gardens of houses while others will be placed in 
public gardens, facing Linlithgow Loch.   

3.2 The solid geology consists of Bathgate Hills Volcanic Formation - Basaltic Lava and Basaltic Tuff.  The 
underlying drift geology consists of Lacustrine Deposits - Clay, Silt, Sand and Glaciofluvial Ice Contact 
Deposits - Gravel, Sand and Silt. 

 

 Archaeological Background 
4.1 The site is located within the historic core of Medieval Linlithgow.  The medieval royal burgh appears 

to have been planned as a single-street burgh, aligned east-west, and centred on the twin foci of the 
royal manor or demesne centre at the Peel and the parish church of St Michael, both of which lie to 
the north of the High Street, off Kirkgate.  It is likely that any pre-burghal settlement will have been in 
the area of Kirkgate.  A charter of David I dated to around 1138 grants the church, with its chapels and 
lands both within and without the burgh to the Priory of St.  Andrews.  The modern town, although 
heavily re-developed in places, still exhibits the typical landholding patterns of a planned burgh, with 
a series of long, narrow burgage plots leading back from its principal medieval thoroughfares (WoSAS 
ID: 18137).   

4.2 Cromwell had fortifications erected about Linlithgow in September 1650.  No details of these are 
known (WoSAS ID 18125).  These may have been dismantled shortly afterwards, as happened at other 
burghs in this period, but they are likely to have been on the outer margins of the built-up area at the 
time, and may survive as ditches or ramparts under later deposits. 

4.3 One of the test-pits will be located on the category B listed Annet House’s garden (LB37410).  Located 
at 143 High Street, this late eighteenth century building is a plain classical house with fanlight and 
pilastered door.  The long rig walls and garden to the rear of the building retain early relics related to 
the house.  The building and garden was converted in 1991 into a local history museum. 

4.4 The well-preserved rigs recorded along both sides of High Street, and the extent of sixteenth to 
eighteenth century building conservation indicates that this area of Linlithgow has good potential for 
archaeological deposits to survive within its medieval core (Dennison & Coleman 2000).  This potential 
was demonstrated by the excavations conducted between 1966 and 1977 along the High Street were 
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evidence of medieval and later tanning industry and large volume of worked antler waste was recorded 
among other later industries and their associated structures (Hunter et al 2015). 

 

 Aims, Objectives and Scope 
5.1  The aim of the archaeological work is to identify: 

• as yet unknown archaeological artefacts, features, deposits and, in particular, structural remains 
that may relate to Linlithgow’s medieval core. 

• determine the character, extent and significance of any archaeological deposits or structural 
remains encountered in relation to Linlithgow’s medieval core; 

• to ensure that any surviving archaeological remains encountered during test-pitting are recorded 
in accordance with Chartered Institute for Archaeologists Standards. 

5.2 The objectives are therefore to:  

• Conduct the excavation of five test pits with the help of volunteers from the local community, 
school groups and other organisations; 

• Conduct the post-excavation analysis of archaeological artefacts recovered during the test-pitting; 

• Submit a report to data structure level for approval to Linlithgow Heritage Trust and the West of 
Scotland Archaeology Service, on completion of the archaeological fieldwork; 

 

Methodology 

6.1 All work will be conducted in line with the following standards and guidance of the Chartered Institute 
for Archaeologists (CIfA), of which GUARD Archaeology is a Registered Organisation: 

• Code of conduct (2014); 

• Standard and guidance for an archaeological watching brief (2014); 

• Standard and guidance for the creation, compilation, transfer and deposition of archaeological 
archives (2014). 

 
Test-pitting 

6.2 Five test-pits will be hand-excavated by volunteers under the supervision of GUARD Archaeologists.  
Each test pit will measure 1 m by 1 m; no excavation will go deeper than 1 m below current ground 
surface.  The excavation of test-pits will be preceded by a metal detecting survey of the test-pit 
locations in order to identify potential in situ archaeological finds within the overlying topsoil.   

6.3 Turf will be removed by hand and will be stacked separately from the spoil on a grass to grass, soil to 
soil manner.  If necessary, the turf will be watered to ensure they recover upon returfing.  All soil will 
be kept separately on top of plastic sheets.  Soils from the test pits will be dry-sieved for artefact 
recovery, sieved soil will also be stored on top of plastic sheets.  All soil will be reinstated at the end of 
the project. 

6.4 All significant archaeological features encountered will be cleaned by hand, by volunteers under close 
supervision of the GUARD Archaeologists, to determine their character and extent..  Should negative-
cut features be encountered, depending on their significance and complexity, will be 25-50% excavated 
by hand under archaeological supervision, to determine their character, significance, nature, date and 
function.  All on-site recording, written, drawn and photographic, will be to the standards normally 
pertaining in archaeological fieldwork and to CIfA standards.  A full record of features will be made 
using a single context recording system using pro forma sheets, drawings and photographs.  All 
archaeological features will be photographed and recorded at an appropriate scale.  Sections will be 
drawn at 1:10 and plans at 1:20.  All archaeological features will be accurately surveyed and located 
within the National Grid.   
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6.5 All archaeological finds will be dealt with by the on-site archaeologists.  Finds and animal bone will be 
collected as bulk samples by context.  Significant small finds will be three dimensionally located prior 
to collection.  All finds will be processed to MAP2 type standards and subject to appropriate specialist 
assessment.  If necessary, conservation of finds will be appraised to allow for specialist study.  All hand-
excavated feature fills and horizons will be sampled as appropriate, using bulk soil samples for palaeo-
environmental evidence. 

6.6 A representative section for each test pit will be recorded denoting depth of topsoil, any stratigraphy 
present and the nature of the soil.  This information will be logged in the day book together with a 
sketch drawn to scale and a photographic record of deposits. 

 

 Report Preparation and Contents 

7.1 A report detailing the results of the archaeological fieldwork will be submitted to the client within 2-4 
weeks of completion of fieldwork.  The report will take the form of a Data Structure Report and will 
contain an analysis of the results of the archaeological fieldwork.  The report will include a full 
descriptive text that will characterise the date and extent of any archaeological deposits.  It will also 
include plans at an appropriate scale showing the area subjected to test-pitting, archaeological 
features and archiving lists of all finds, samples, field drawings and photographs. 

7.2 The report will include the following: 

• executive summary; 

• a site location plan to at least 1:10,000 scale with at least an 8-figure central grid reference; 

• OASIS reference number; unique site code; 

• client’s details including date work carried out; 

• nature and extent of the proposed community archaeological work; 

• description of the site history, location and geology; 

• a site plan to a suitable scale and tied into the national grid so that features can be correctly 
orientated; 

• discussion of the results of fieldwork; 

• context & feature descriptions; 

• features, number and class of artefacts, spot dating & scientific dating of significant finds presented 
in tabular format; 

• plans and section drawings of the features drawn at a suitable scale; 

• initial assessment of relevant finds/samples if appropriate; 

• recommendations regarding the need for, and scope of, any further Stage 2 or Stage 3works; 

• bibliography. 

7.3 An appropriate number of hard copies and digital pdf copies of the report will be prepared for the 
Linlithgow Heritage Trust, volunteer participants, and the West of Scotland Archaeology Service for 
their records. 

7.4 The report will be presented in an ordered state and bound within a protective cover/sleeve.  The 
report will be page numbered and supplemented with section numbering for ease of reference. 
 

Copyright 

8.1 The copyright for any report resulting from the archaeological work undertaken as part of the project 
will be deemed the intellectual property of GUARD Archaeology Ltd.   
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Publication 

9.1 A summary of the project results will be submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland.  In the 
event of minor archaeological remains being encountered during the archaeological fieldwork, it is 
proposed that a summary report submitted to Discovery and Excavation in Scotland, will form the 
publication report.  A copy of this will be included in the Data Structure Report. 

 

Archive 

10.1 The archive for the project, including a copy of the report, will be submitted to the National Record of 
the Historic Environment within three months of completion of all relevant work.   

10.2 The online OASIS form at http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/oasis/ will be completed within 3 months of 
completion of the work.  Once the Data Structure Report has become a public document by submission 
to or incorporation into the SMR, the planning Authority will validate the OASIS form thus placing the 
information into the public domain on the OASIS website.   

 

Finds Disposal 
11.1  The arrangement for the final disposal of any finds made in connection with the archaeological work, 

will be deposited in keeping with Scottish legal requirements as set out in the Treasure Trove Code of 
Practice published by the Scottish Government in January 2016.  The laws relating to Treasure Trove 
and Bona Vacantia in Scotland apply to all finds where the original owner cannot be identified.  This 
includes all material recovered during archaeological fieldwork.  Accordingly, all assemblages 
recovered from archaeological fieldwork are claimed automatically by the Crown and must be reported 
to the Scottish Archaeological Finds Allocation Panel through its secretariat, the Treasure Trove Unit.  
In the event of the discovery of small finds, a filled-out copy of the form "Declaration of an 
Archaeological Assemblage from Fieldwork" and two copies of the pertinent Data Structure Report will 
be submitted to the Panel at the end of the fieldwork.  The Panel will then be responsible for 
recommending to the Queen's and Lord Treasurer's Remembrancer which museum should be 
allocated the finds.  All artefacts will be temporarily stored by GUARD Archaeology until a decision has 
been made by the panel.   

 

Personnel and Liaison 

12.1  The GUARD team will comprise the following qualified and experienced GUARD archaeologists: 

• Project Manager: Iraia Arabaolaza 

• Project Director (on-site Archaeologist): TBC 

• Finds and Environmental Support and Conservation: Aileen Maule 

• Illustrator: Gillian Sneddon 

• Quality Assurance: Dr John Atkinson 

12.2  The GUARD Project Manager will be the point of contact for the archaeological works.  A full CV for 
individuals concerned can be made available on request.   

 

Monitoring 

13.1  The proposed dates for the archaeological investigation are the 15th and 16th of September 2018.  
WoSAS will be informed of the site mobile phone number prior to the start date so that visits can be 
arranged.   
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Health & Safety and Insurance 

14.1  GUARD Archaeology Limited adheres to the guidelines and standards prescribed for archaeological 
fieldwork set down in the CIfA approved Health and Safety in Field Archaeology document.  It is 
standard GUARD Archaeology policy, prior to any fieldwork project commencing, to conduct a risk 
assessment and to prepare a project safety plan, the prescriptions of which will be strictly followed for 
the duration of all archaeological fieldwork.  Copies of the resultant project safety plan and of GUARD 
Archaeology Limited’s Fieldwork Safety Policy Statement may be viewed upon request. 

14.2  GUARD Archaeology Ltd also possesses all necessary insurance cover, proofs of which may be supplied 
upon request.   

 

Sources Consulted 
Dennison, E P and Coleman, R J 2000 Historic Linlithgow, the Archaeological Implications of 
Development. Edinburgh: Scottish Burgh Survey. 
 
Hunter, D; Brooks, D; Caldwell, D; Stell, G; Middleton M and Smith, C 2015 ARO16: Digging Linlithgow’s 
past: early urban archaeology on the High Street, 1966-1977. ARO 10 
[www.archaeologyreportsonline.com]. 
 
http://maps.nls.uk/ 
 
http://pastmap.org.uk/ 
 
https://canmore.org.uk 
 
https://www.wosas.net 
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GUARD Archaeology Limited
52 Elderpark Workspace

100 Elderpark Street
Glasgow
G51 3TR

Tel:  0141 445 8800
Fax:  0141 445 3222

email:  info@guard-archaeology.co.uk
 

www.guard-archaeology.co.uk
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